
Let’s Talk – BLM 

While the Bible doesn’t talk directly about racism, it talks about the evil of favoritism.  Acts 10:34-35 and 

James 2:1-9 teach us that showing favoritism is a grave sin and completely contrary to God’s own character.  

It has no place in a Christian’s life.  Favoritism is treating people different or as less valuable because of who 

they are. 

At the start and core of the cry “Black Lives Matter” is the claim that black people are treated differently 

than most people and especially white people.  While the BLM movement may have other issues and actions 

that you may not agree with or are troubled by, it is our Christian duty to take this complaint seriously. 

I am challenging our church to go into a Listening phase with regards to BLM. 

Guidelines of Listening: 

1) Look to find the problem, not the solution 

a. When we focus on solutions, it creates immediate division.  For now, bypass all of that and 

just seek to hear and understand the problem (a human experience). 

2) Suspend “Yeah, but….” 

a. We quickly dismiss an issue in whole when we find one part that we don’t like.  Sort through 

the “trash” to find the thing that really matters.  There will be time later to bring up your 

reservations. 

3) Listen to people and their stories 

a. Turn off the news commentators and other sources that, honestly, mainly serve to be an 

echo chamber of what you already believe.  Let’s get down to the root of the matter and 

hear people saying they are not treated fairly. 

4) Appreciate that this is a big deal for the black community 

a. While you may not sense there is a problem, a large part of the black community says there 

is a problem that deeply impacts them.  George Floyd is not a one-time unfortunate event, 

but another instance in a long line of events that devalue them in our nation.  They deserve 

our consideration. 

Listening Homework 

1) Take an hour and listen to our starter discussion among the Free Methodist leadership.  Find this 

discussion at www.facebook.com/fmcusa 

a. These are the reactions of established leaders in our church.  If you don’t always trusts a 

movement’s leaders, we can trust them because they are committed to God and the church 

they serve. 

2) Research three names of black people killed by police – find out who they are and what happened.  

This is NOT about finding fault, but listening to a story and understanding.  How does the story 

impact you?   Research more if you can.  Find this list below and pick one bold name and any other 

two names. 

a. Do not suppose that all of these stories are of perfect people who did no wrong.  That’s not 

the case.  But, do we expect that unless a person is innocent and perfect, then killing them is 

perfectly fine? 

 

DO THE WORK!  Don’t just keep your own opinion, but ask God to show you what matters. 
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